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...
Message from the Principal

Dear Parent,

GEMS has been delivering academic excellence for more than 50
years and is committed to leading international best practice at
all times.

The global pandemic of COVID-19 has resulted in school
closures since March 2020. Robust Remote Learning Programmes
(RLPs) are in place and our teachers are using innovative tools to
provide educational continuity until the anticipated reopening of
schools in September 2020.

While parents are encouraged to establish clear routines at
home for their learning, they can very well

witness the learning taking place at home. We do not expect
parents to be makeshift educators.

We recommend parents to observe their children’s learning style and guide them
to improve their learning behaviour. Parents may have a conversation with the
child on the character aspects such as responsibility, self-assessment, attitude
to improve, growth mind-set (to fight the ‘can’t learn attitude’), build a sense of
relevance and purpose by asking ‘how can you use this learning in the real
world’?

If you notice carefully, most of the learning tasks that students need to complete
are situated in the context of learners’ experiences. Our intent is to connect the
learner emotionally with the learning content and relate to it as much as
possible.

In order to bring in a sense of social interaction, we have scheduled various
activities. Your ward may have already participated in intra-class, inter class
competitions. Student leadership team is all set to take charge as champions in
their area of responsibility. We are turning the challenging stay-home situation
into an opportunity for our young innovative minds to work in virtual space.

COVID 19 may have caused several disruptions but we are quickly adapting to
the new normal. It may be a completely new experience to the teacher and the
student, but most feedback from our wonderful parents is very encouraging and
motivating. Together, we can make the stay-home learning time an exciting and
enriching experience!

Thank you for your support.

K.George Mathew
Principal/CEO



Message from the Vice Principal

Dear UIS Community,

It is wonderful to reach out to you once again with snapshots of the
fortnight!

The holy month of Ramadan has flown past and we’re now on the last
stretch of home-run towards Eid. This promises to be a very unique Eid
as we remain confined to our spaces and meet and greet our dear
ones digitally.

Our students continue to impress as we see them getting more
creative and expressive in their performance tasks. All learners have
shown resilience and great adaptability as they continue to make very
good progress in their learning.

Please be sure to visit the social media links shared by the Supervisor to see the
wonderful work done by our students. Kudos to the students and parents for all their
valued support!

Teachers on the balancing hand have demonstrated unflinching commitment and continue
to work round the clock to ensure high quality learning is within every learner’s reach.
Well done teachers! Hats off to you!

In the following weeks, teachers will be playing additional video clips (between classes) to
facilitate simple stretching exercises for their students. Please ensure you are part of
these relaxation sessions. While they are aimed for the learners, parents are most
welcome to partake in these short sessions.

For those who missed out on the reading links | shared in my previous newsletter
message, here are the links for perusal.

KG 1 & 2: Mekids Junior: http://tmg-worldwide.com/emagazine/aprilmkj/index.html
Grades: 1 - 3 Mekids: http://tmg-worldwide.com/emagazine/aprilmk/index.html
Grades: 4 & above - The Youngest:
http://tmg-worldwide.com/emagazine/apriltyme/index.html

While there has been encouraging activity on the ACTIVEKIDS portal, we need more of you
students to upload your fitness routines and get rewarded.

| encourage you read all the RLP guidelines for students and parents that are part of this
newsletter and follow the same on a daily basis. Inculcation of these values as remote
learners will significantly improve their overall development as young learners.

We had a very interesting set of sessions with the student leaders of the school this week.
Each of the bright and zestful candidates was eloquent while presenting their skills and
thought processes. The selection committee had a tough time selecting leaders from this
dynamic bunch. The final list of student leaders will feature in the next edition of the
newsletter. Do watch out for that feature.

Until next time, keep the flame of kindness and respect burning bright! We will be sending
out requests to share your acts of kindness so please gear up to share your efforts.

Eid Mubarak to all in advance!

Shaikh Murad Sarfraz
Vice-Principal



.
Message from the Senior Supervisors

Dear Parents,

Online learning is the future of education, and it is happening right now, all around us.

Distant Llearning is providing access to information and skills that were previously

available to a few.

At GUIS, we have made academics and co-scholastic activities available at the click of a button.
Apart from the RLP, we have introduced the Remote Co-scholastic Activities for students.

Keeping in mind students physical fitness, and to have a balance between screen time and learning
activities, we have introduced stretching exercises for the students, and the video will be played on
stretching exercises before the beginning of every session for 2 minutes.

Following are the activities that were conducted in the Last week of May:

1.Elocution competition (Grade 6,7 & 8): The goal of the Elocution competition was to encourage the
skills and talents related to the art of speaking. The competition was conducted successfully with
maximum participation of students.

2. JAM (Just a Minute) Grade 9, 10 & 11: Students were given the topic a minute before to prepare
and then had to speak on that topic. Students were selected from each class after which they will
have the next round for the Inter class.

3. Online painting competition: The aim of the painting competition was to engage children in a
creative exercise to identify their hopes and dreams of the future. It allows complete self-
expression and supports their creativity and innovative ideas expressed through art.

4. Selection of student leaders: "Leadership is the capacity to transform vision into reality." Things
will not be coming to a standstill in spite of the distant learning. The candidates short-listed for the
post of Head/Deputy Head Boys/ Girls were subjected to voting process by the students of GUIS in a
democratic way. The successful candidates were invited for a panel interview with members of SLT.
Results will be out soon!

5. Open House: A Virtual Open House was conducted for the parents where they were given a
platform to discuss the ongoing RLP program. Parents also took the opportunity to

thank the school management for the same. They are looking forward to such Open House sessions
in the near future.

6. PULSE: A program introduced by GUIS, where teachers can connect with parents for regular
feedback through mails and telephonic conversations, “What are we doing well” or “What can be
done better”. The feedback will help teachers to support learning activities of students and fill their
learning gaps .

WISHING YOU ALL A BLESSED AND BLISSFUL EID!!
May Allah’s greatness fill you with happiness and prosperity and provide you with strength to
overcome every challenge.

Senior Supervisors
Mrs. Sunitha Nambiar & Mr. K Joseph



RLP Expectations for Parents and

Students (Grades 6-12)

Dear Parents,

Please find below expectations of students and parents during remote
learning sessions. We've listed out what you need to know and do during
daily routine set-ups, teaching and learning, assessments and in the
event of cyber-bullying or violation of safeguarding Limits. Parents are
requested to explain students’ expectations to their wards frequently so
their minds are prepared to practice expected behaviours. As parents, you
are requested to practice these guidelines on a regular basis and
encourage your children to follow the same to ensure all remote learners
and caregivers are demonstrating the ethos and values of GEM United

Indian School.

FPARENT EXPECTATIONS
Daily routine Teaching-Leaming Assessments Cyber-bullying
alerts
Check weekly leaming expectations Ensure students follow the balanced | Track AOL blocking dates on | Ensure online
time table-schedule with four classroom portal and behavior
Ensure 100% attendance Synchronous and 1 Asynchronous encourage the child to be well | contract-

check if ward has submitted notebooks,
assignments

Check if use of language is appropriate

Ensure readiness-Train students to
wake up on time dress appropriately
and be on time for RLP as per the
schedule given to maintain 100%
attendance.

Create effective learning space-
Ensure the child's learning space is

away from bed, TV and other gaming
tools to avoid distraction.

sessions per day shared with
breaks of 10 to 15 min between all
SESSI0Ns.

Check weekly expectations-shared
to keep them updated on the
upcoming T/L topics of all subjects.

Upload for future use-PPT/videos of
online ive lessons uploaded in
classroom for the use of children -
who are unable to attend certain
sessions due to health issues.

Resources readiness intimation -
Parents to ensure children are
equipped with the required
resources for learning based on
teacher's upload for the day's
lesson

prepared.

Keep track of MS Teams &
Forms links and support
timely uploads of
assignments.

Monitor/administer the test,
which is time bound and
ensure the child does timely
submission.

guidelines on
online behavior
shared on 5th
April is read and
understood and
practiced by
parent.

For technical
issues, contact
help desk mail ID
shared with
parent to contact

Ensure their
wards are not
misusingsharing
of his/her id with
friends or others
for the access of
e-leaming
module.

Ensure use of
appropriate
language and
correct use of
teams chat box.
Ensure students
are not using
disallowed
applications.




STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

Daily routine

Teaching-Leaming

Assessments

Cyber-bullying
glerts

Report on time for attendance
and for all leamning sessions in a
day.

Be prepared for synchronous
lessons with Properly set up
computer equipment.

Do not hesitate to ask for help
from the teacher.

Be self-disciplined

Be honest, respectful, and open
while interacting with other
students.

Do not hesitate to ask for help from the
teacher.

Be open-minded and share your own
ideas as well as listen to ideas that others
hawve.

Take the time to think before responding
to others in a polite and respectful manner

To take charge of managing your own
leaming by making the time to read,
participate and reflect on the learning

Making notes in lessons

Ensure “Camera on, mic off”

Complete all assigned tasks,
reflection forms, assessments

To actively take part in
discussion board
work/research and self-check
based on rubncs

Activate camera
for face to face
answernng by
students

Mot involve in
deleting of all files
in the phoenix
class room

Mo off line
chatting between
students

Online cyber
policy to be
shared and
signed by
students

Please open the link for more activities

https: //www.facebook.com/1094781230542561 /posts/3208357399184923 /?vh=e&d=n
https: //www.facebook.com/1094781230542561/posts/3202311563122840
https: //www.facebook.com/1094781230542561 /posts/322428824759 1838/?5'11:e&d:h1

SAFE GUARDING UPDATE:

Keep the computer or other electronic devices in a public place in the

house and periodically check on what your child is doing.

Discuss the kinds of Internet activities your child enjoys.

Be up front with your child that you will periodically investigate the
files on the computer, the browser history files, and your child's public
online activities.

Search for your child’s name online, Look at his or her profiles and
postings on teen community sites, review web pages or blogs.

Tell your child that you may review his or her private communication
activities if you have reason to believe you will find unsafe or
irresponsible behavior,

Watch out for secretive behavior as you approach your child when they
are online, such as rapidly switching screens, changing passwords and for
attempts to hide online behavior, such as an empty history file.
Engage with them about their online experiences and specifically
monitor for instances of cyberbullying.

Make sure they know that you are not judging them, but rather wanting
to engage in dialogue with them about their experiences.




S
GRADE 6

MATHEMATICS

Students learnt about large numbers and the properties of whole
numbers namely commutative property, associative property and
distributive property of multiplication over addition and subtraction
through real life scenarios. They designed crossword puzzles using math
vocabulary, explored the properties of whole numbers through a math
activity and reflected their learning and understanding through a mind
map.
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GRADE 6

SCIENCE

Students of grade 6 learned about the different parts of a plant and their
functions and also examined the various modifications seen in different
plants. They also analyzed each part of the plant and studied in detail
how the conducting tubes are connected to the plant and how they help
the plant to transport food and water throughout the plant.




S
GRADE 7

ENGLISH

The students of grade 7 explored newspaper report writing and
thereby developed their cognitive, emotional and imaginative abilities.
They learnt to draft, revise and create news reports effectively. The
students have understood the layout, the structure, language of
headlines, placement of pictures and captions.

Alicia's ‘Batman'memery . Paul appeals to shut
st r— | down wet markets
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GRADE 7

MATHEMATICS

The students designed a farmhouse/playground/ theme park using the
concept of perimeter and area with the given conditions like limited

budget, resources and calculated their respective perimeter, area and
cost of construction.

Deugning Me Farm: Form Colcutaions Sheet
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GRADE 6 &7

HINDI
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GRADE 7

SOCIAL STUDIES

Students of grade 7 learnt about 'The Environment'
through mind maps, flow charts and posters.
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S
GRADE 8

ENGLISH

Students enjoyed writing informal letters creating a classroom
community. They learned that an Informal letter is written in a personal

and individualistic way.
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GRADE 8

MATHEMATICS

Students learnt how to define linear equations, frame and solve linear
equations through various technigues. In addition, they reflected on
the new vocabulary learnt through the Frayer's model and
crosswords.
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S
GRADE 8

HINDI
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GRADE 8

SOCIAL STUDIES

In the fourth week of e-learning students of grade 8 learnt the
resources through activities and the real life application of the same.
Students designed newspaper headlines on the Battle of Buxar. They
reflected their concept using Frayer's model, relating the topic to the
resources found in UAE.
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GRADE 8

SCIENCE

Students of grade 8 learnt the lesson 'Force & Pressure' through
activities and the real life application of the same. They designed a
crossword puzzle, and also carried out research work on 'Blood

Pressure.'
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S
GRADE 9

ENGLISH

Grade 9 students used mind maps to capture the character traits of
the main characters in the text. This activity encouraged the students to
engage in active thinking and to focus on the key words.
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S
GRADE 9

SOCIAL STUDIES

Students analyzed the role of the philosophers during the French
Revolution through beautiful mind maps, flow charts, essays, power
point presentations etc.
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S
GRADE 9

SCIENCE

Grade 9 students learnt various concepts associated with the topic
'SOUND' in Physics through videos and discussions. Our budding Chemists
did a wonderful reflection on concepts that they have absorbed from the
class. In Biology, the students explored the concept of osmosis through
various activities.




S
GRADE 9

HINDI
ShiddT ch STTYR TR fohdT AT TTTHS hid-

FEVVREY | sgmeah ety
=S=URT |




GRADE 9

MATHEMATICS

CROSS WORDS

Framing Crosswords improves the questioning skill / thinking skill and communication skill in
students.
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I EEEEE—————————m—m—————
STUDENT'S VOICE

First of all, | would like to thank all the teachers for being
very helpful and supporting with the Remote Learning
Program. | enjoy all the virtual classes and | think that
the RLP is executed very well. | can happily say that |
enjoy RLP as much as | used to enjoy the conventional
classes.

| like the effectiveness of the classes and

appreciate the use of different resources like videos,
which helps us to learn. Even though we are far apart,
we have the platform on which we can study, learn and
communicate as though we were in an ordinary
classroom.

Overall, | am very pleased by the way the whole RLP

is being conducted. | thank you all for making the best
out of this situation and for all the hard work you are
putting in to make this possible.

- Aliya Anwar
Grade 8G



I EEEEE—————————m—m—————
STUDENT'S VOICE

| want to thank all my teachers and SLT team for taking
efforts to ensure that we can access and learn the remote
learning activities/program from day one.

| like both my Synchronous and Asynchronous sessions.
The teacher’s instructions during the asynchronous session
are clear and it enables me to do research and complete
the tasks assigned by the teachers within that stipulated
time. My teachers give attention to all students and clarify
our doubts. | consolidate the learning through Frayer's
model, Mind map, Flow chart, Venn diagrams ,MS forms,
Padlets and more. In addition, the learning materials like
work sheets, task sheets ,well prepared PPT, uploaded on
the portal are very useful as a reference.

Through the RLP, | have learnt to manage my time
effectively, master a few IT skills, and collaborate with my
teachers and classmates in a virtual classroom
environment.

- Sainath Manikandan
Grade 8B1



